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The 14th Midlothian (Bonnyrigg) Scout Group has been providing opportunities for young people 
in the Bonnyrigg area since 1912. 
 
The Scout Group is now in its One Hundred and fourth year, has a membership of 159 (including 
our Explorer Unit) and is the largest in Midlothian. 
 
The Scout Group Currently Comprises of two Beaver Colonies, two Cub Packs, Two Scout 
Troops and an Explorer Unit. Sections are lead by an experienced and diverse Leadership team. 
The whole Scout Group is ran by volunteers, including Executive Committee, who give 
generously their time. 
 
The leaders provide our young people with an engaging and challenging programme of activities 

in line with national Scout Association guidelines. The programme is designed to help the 

youngsters achieve their full potential as individuals, as responsible citizens and as members of 

their local, national and international communities. 

 
The Group meets in its own purpose-built facility on Eldindean Road in Bonnyrigg. Enquiries from 
young people wishing to join any of our sections or from adults who are interested in volunteering 
to help are always welcome. 
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Constitution 
The 14th Midlothian (Bonnyrigg) Scout Group is constituted in terms of the Rules of The Scout 
Association, which is a charitable body incorporated by Royal Charter. The Group is a registered 
Scottish Charity - No SC018097. 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of the Scout Association, and therefore of the Group, is to promote the development 
of young people in achieving their full physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potential, as 
individuals, as responsible citizens and as members of their local, national and international 
communities. The method of achieving the aim of the Association is by providing an enjoyable 
and attractive scheme of progressive training, based on the Scout Promise and Law and guided 
by adult leadership  
 
Trustees 
Trustees are recruited and appointed in accordance with the Policy, Organisation & Rules 
("POR") of the Scout Association. There have been a number of changes since the last Annual 
Report and these are detailed below.  
 
Chairman:   Jeffrey Spence 
Treasurer:   Innes Connor  
Secretary:   Vacancy 
Group Scout Leader Richard Fairbairn 
Elected Members Jo Whiting 
    Erika Pryde 
    Karen Wightman 
    Shona Renton  (Until May 2014) 
 
Reserves Policy 

 
The Trustees believe that around three months of annual expenditure is an appropriate level of 
reserves in order to cover the timing differences between receipts & payments and to allow for 
any unexpected items of expenditure on the Scout Hall. 
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When I take a step back from the day to day running of the Scout Group, and look what 
we’ve achieved together over the last financial year, it is truly impressive. 

Scouting has become incredibly popular in recent times, and the strength of this Scout 
Group is a shining example of what can be achieved by the young people themselves, 
the volunteer Leaders, Young Leaders, Executive Committee and all the Parents who 
help us deliver such a dynamic programme throughout the year. 

The Scout Group, has in the last year again has recorded its highest number of members 
in its 103 year history, with 159 members which once again has made us the largest 
Scout Group in Midlothian. 

Another record that we have achieved, is a waiting list of 74 young people of who, if there 
was adequate volunteers, and a venue, could join Scouting now. Unfortunately this is not 
the case, and it’s a demand that in my experience is without precedent.   

To address this demand, we have started working on a development agenda, in co-
operation with the local Scout District, which will hopefully work towards addressing this 
issue. 

I have to say a huge big thank you to all the Volunteers within the Scout Group, without 
whom absolutely none of this would happen. 
 
I would also like to thank every individual and business that has helped the local Scout 
Group in some way. 
 
Richard Fairbairn 
Group Scout Leader 
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Tuesday Section 
 
The Tuesday Beavers have had a great 
year.  We have said goodbye to a few of our 
beavers who have now happily gone on to 
cubs complete with their bronze awards 
under their belts.  We have welcomed some 
new beavers into our colony who are now 
settled in and have been busy making new 
friends, working towards badges and having 
a whole lot of fun. 
 
Our beavers have been awarded their 
creative and global challenge awards and 
have gained a few activity badges including 
imagination, disability awareness and 
creative. 
 
We recently visited our local Tesco store 
where we did their farm to fork experience. 
We got to explore parts of the store that are 
behind the scenes, tried some fruit, different 
cheeses and bread.  We also got to hold 
different types of fish and learnt about them. 
We got a badge and certificate for doing 
this. 
 
We have also enjoyed a number of activities 
with the whole district including a night time 
walk rounded off with hot dogs and hot 
chocolate, a visit through to the science 
museum in Glasgow and a fun evening 
where they tried lots of different activities 
including relay races and cake decorating.  
We are looking forward to having more fun 
next year! 

Monday Section 
 

Over the last year the Monday Night Beaver 
Colony have been working very hard 
towards and gaining their badges. The 
Colony have been working on earning their 
Animal Friend & Communicator Activity 
Badge and their Emergency Aid Stage 1 
Badge, to name a few  
 
The Group this year were involved in the 
Blythswood Care Box Appeal and the 
Monday Beavers were involved in wrapping 
and the filling the shoe boxes with items 
that the Beavers had collected for the boxes 
to be send to other children in developing 
countries. 
 

Since the beginning of 2015 we have been 
starting to introduce the new badge criterias 
to the balanced programme, and the 
Beavers have been enjoying this new 
variety and new challenges associated with 
the new awards. 
 

At the turn of the year a number of Monday 
Beavers joined with other Beavers from all 
over the District for a trip to Glasgow 
Science Centre, a great day of fun and 
education was had by all. 
Most of the older Beavers, who will soon be 
making the move to Cubs have been 
awarded their Chief Scout Bronze Award, 
the highest award that a Beaver can earn, 
while the younger ones are steadily working 
towards earning theirs. 
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Wednesday Section 
 
We’ve had another full year beginning with 
family camp to Borthwick last September.  
All Cubs and families attended to huge 
success, now a yearly event.      
 
November brought a fun Expedition to 
Dunfermline when we stayed at a local 
scout hall.  The festive season brought the 
Gang Show made special by one of the 
Tuesday Cubs appearing.    
 
We went to St Leonard’s Church for a 
Christingle service and finally our Christmas 
party.   
 
New Year brought a visit to the Glasgow 
Science Museum were various experiments 
were carried out.     
 
May was the Jamboree on the Trail (JOTT) 
along with a tour of Dreghorn Barracks and 
a walk nearby.  
   
June has been a busy month with a visit to 
Newbattle Church where a talk was given 
about local history followed by a sports 
camp which took place in the Scout Hall 
due to stormy weather.   
 
Next was a visit to Tescos where we did the 
Farm to Fork programme. A further visit to 
the woods at Newbattle Church for some 
fire lighting and finally a walk across the 
Forth Road Bridge. 
There has been a few sleepovers with the 
Mining Museum and a Sausage Sizzle. 

Tuesday Section 
 
The Tuesday Cubs have been a busy 
bunch and have achieved lots of badges.  
Pond dipping at Vogrie where no one got 
wet! Hiking with the scouts for Jamboree On 
The Trail (JOTT), which was extended and 
even the smallest member got round in one 
piece.   
 
The Lasswade Centre Library had a not so 
quiet evening as we looked at how books 
are stored and catalogued for learning and 
for fun. Most Cubs have cooked a meal at 
home and no family members were injured 
or poisoned in the process.  We even 
learned a little Gaelic for our Scottish 
Challenge!  So Cooks Books and Hikes all 
round. 
 
The highlight of the year for me and Paul 
has to be our Camp at Bonaly.  17 Cubs in 
total attended with three young leaders our 
GSL and Trish from the scouts as our First 
Aider (who claimed it as her busiest camp 
for first aid!).  A great time was had by all 
Crate stacking, soup making, archery 
shooting, campfire singing and Watermelon 
exploding! All had fun and the lost property 
pile was very small. 
 
Each night we meet our numbers are high 
and the kids hopefully go away learning 
something new each time.  Most importantly 
for us they have fun and want to come 
again and learn more.  This coming term we 
are hoping to focus on finishing off the 
challenge badges for those who will be 
moving on to scouts and also looking at the 
new set of badges that all our younger 
members will be working towards. 
 
Pauline and Paul and the Tuesday Team 
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The Scout programme has been fairly busy, 
with up to 52 scouts across the two troops, 
a good number of them moved on to 
explorer scouts and at least 6 became 
young leaders.  
 
At the beginning of the school year Scouts 
helped programme activities for 2015 – 
many activities were re runs of 2013/14 as 
the younger ones wanted to do what the 
older ones had done the year before. 8 
Gold Chief Scout awards were awarded, we 
currently have 3 Young Leaders. 
 
In April 16 scouts walked 35 miles along the 
Fife Coastal Path staying in a Scout Hall 
and in a Church hall in Lower Largo. In 
addition to raising £500 for Scottish Charity 
Air Ambulance and the SSPCA the scouts 
gained 3 hikes , part of the adventure 
challenge and part of the Scottish Scout 
Challenge badge. 
 
May was our usual trip to Argyll – to help 
with conservation work at the Auchindrain 
Township – a Grade A listed collection of 
farm dwellings. 
 
In June we were able to help the Midlothian 
Council Ranger service clearing footpaths in 
Bonnyrigg and at a Park event in Roslin 
Glen. 
 
Summer Camp was at Great Tower activity 
Centre in Windermere and 30 Scouts, 
leaders and young leaders had a great time 

taking part in activities, hiking, exploring and 
making new friends. 
 
During the holidays Scouts continued to 
meet once a week to hike and cycle making 
the most of the long days. 
 
During September the two troops took part 
in the District activities and won the 
Challenge Hike with the “Girls” Patrol 
winning the weekend Challenge Camp at 
Bonaly. 
 
October we invited Scouts from Dalkeith and 
Cubs from Bonnyrigg to join us in the 
Jamboree on the Internet where we made 
contact with scouts in over 15 different 
countries. 
 
November - Scouts decided they wanted to 
return to the Glen sax Bothy so an 
alternative Drove Road historical route was 
found and tried out – it snowed! 
 
January - 13 out of 16 of the PL and APL 
take part in the District Pl and APL training 
this year at Fordell Firs, new friendships 
were formed which have been carried on to 
other activities and events. 
 
February – Camping season recommenced 
with a Bivvi camp in Springfield Mill helping 
Ranger tidy the site for spring 
 
And March was the Annual Patrol Challenge 
camp with 7 patrols taking part at Vogrie 
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The Explorers have had a busy year.  Enjoying a weekend at Great Tower in Windermere for 
their District Explorer Forum.   
 
Many of the Explorers are Young Leaders too and they are all taking part in the Young Leaders 
Scheme with two Young Leader Belts being awarded at Bonnyrigg this year.   
 
Other District Explorer events include the District Commissioners Challenge, this year it was a 
quiz and Bonnyriggs own Quiz Team Aguilera won.  Christmas party was attended by almost 40 
Explorers. 
 
March Madness was an event that took place at Bonaly ran by South East Region. 
 
As always the Explorers continue to work on their Duke of Edinburgh and Chief Scout awards.   

This Annual Report is approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf: 
 

 
 
R Fairbairn, Group Scout Leader 
 
 
Date: 8th October 2015 
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Statement of Receipts and Payments for the Year Ended 31 March 2015 

Description Note 
Unrestrict-
ed Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 
2014-15 

Total 
2013-14 

            

Receipts           

Subs 4 11,172 - 11,172 10,956 

Camp Fees 5 17,645 - 17,645 4,550 

Outings 6 510 - 510 582 

Fundraising 7 5,248 - 5,248 4,158 

Rent Receivable 8 480 - 480 615 

Grants, Donations & Gift Aid 9 4,584 - 4,584 2,994 

Other Receipts 10 2,313 - 2,313 4,109 

Total Receipts   41,952 - 41,952 27,964 

            

Payments           

Camps & Outings 11 14,007 - 14,007 5,016 

Programme Costs 12 2,701 - 2,701 1,521 

Badges & Uniform 13 1,303 - 1,303 1,639 

Equipment 14 1,198 - 1,198 3,655 

Premises 15 5,871 - 5,871 4,995 

Cost of Fundraising 16 0 - 0 761 

Insurance 17 792 - 792 779 

Capitation 18 4,929 - 4,929 4,526 

Cost of Governance   - - - - 

Bank & Alto charges   - - - - 

Other Payment 19 1,967 - 1,967 3,447 

Total Payments   32,767 - 32,767 26,339 

            

Surplus / (Deficit) for Year 20 9,184 - 9,184 1,625 

Transfers between funds   0 - 0 - 

Surplus Deficit for Year   9,184 - 9,184 1,625 

All amounts are rounded to the nearest pound 
 
The notes on pages 12, 13 and 14 form an integral part of these accounts 

14th Midlothian (Bonnyrigg) Scout Group  - Annual Report and Accounts 2014 - 2015 
Page 10 
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Statement of Balances as at 31 March 2015 

Description Note 
Unrestrict-
ed Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 
2014-15 

Total 
2013-14 

            

Funds Reconciliation           

Opening Balance   6,447 1,000 7,447 5,822 

Add surplus / (deficit) for year   9,184 0 9,184 1,625 

Closing balance   15,631 1,000 16,631 7,447 

            

Closing balance analysis           

Executive / Group Treasurer           

Cash at bank   5,913 0 5,913 967 

Cash in hand   190 0 190 818 

Alto card 21 149 0 149 90 

Alto account 21 984 0 984 477 

Savings account   5,210 0 5,210 2,545 

Explorer Unit Fund account   986 0 986 830 

Section Funds           

Cash in hand   6 0 6 1 

Alto cards 21 899 0 899 1,719 

Closing balances   14,336 0 14,336 7,447 

            

Other Assets (unrestricted fund)           

Land and buildings 22 374,738 0 355,000 369,200 

Furniture, fixtures & fittings, etc.   8,000 0 8,000 9,500 

Camping equipment   10,000 0 10,000 11,000 

Gift Aid accrual   1,932 0 1,932 1,999 

Investments   0 0 0 - 

Total   394,670 0 374,932 391,699 

            

Liabilities (unrestricted fund) 23         

Electricity account   - - - - 

Gas account   - - - - 

Broadband account   - - - - 

Total   - - - - 

All amounts are rounded to the nearest pound 
 
The notes on pages 12, 13 and 14 form an integral part of these accounts 
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Notes to the Annual Accounts 
For the period 1

st
 April 2014 to 31

st
 March 2015 

 
The following notes are an integral part of the accounts: 

 
1. Basis of Accounting 
 These accounts have been prepared on the Receipts & Payments basis in accordance 

with the Charities & Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts 
(Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended).   

 
2. Trustee Remuneration and Expenses 
 
 Remuneration 
 The Scout Association has an insurance policy to indemnify Trustees of all Scout Groups 

across the UK.  The Group’s Trustees did not receive any other remuneration during the 
year.   

 
 Expenses 
 Trustees do not receive an expenses allowance and therefore may only claim 

reimbursement for actual expenditure.  Reimbursement is paid on presentation of till 
receipts.  During the year, Trustees claimed reimbursement totalling £ 1, 662.   

 
3. Independent Examiner 
 The Trustees appointed Miss Sue Bennett ACIE as Independent Examiner to the 

Accounts.  Miss Bennett was selected from the list of members of the Association of 
Charity Independent Examiners (ACIE).   

 
4. Subs 
 There was a modest increase in the amount collected in subs by monthly standing orders. 

The chargeable rate remains at £7 per month.   
 
5. Camp Fees 
 Section leaders collect sufficient fees to break-even or make a modest surplus on each 

camping activity.  During the year, deposits and fees were collected for the Haarlem 
Jamborette which is scheduled for Summer 2015.  Much of the expenditure associated 
with this will occur in 2015-16.  

 
6. Outings 
 Section leaders collect sufficient fees to break even or make a modest surplus on each 

camping activity. 
 
7. Fundraising 
 Committee Fundraising this year included £ 680 from the Rag-Bag textile recycling 

scheme. Section fundraising included £2,984 raised by the Scout Troops towards the 
Haarlem Jamborette.   

 
8. Rent receivable 
 The Group receives rent from 3

rd
 Bonnyrigg Girl Guides and Enjoy-a-Ball for use of the 

Scout Hall.  
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9. Grants, Donations & Gift Aid 
 
 The Trustees acknowledge with gratitude  
 

£1,960 received from HMRC Charities Gift Aid scheme 
 
 £2,623 received from Awards for All Scotland as a grant to fund the installation of electric 

motors for the Scout Hall security shutters.  
 
10. Other Receipts 
 The amount recorded as Other Receipts included £1,126 refunded from Scottish Power.  
 
11. Camps and Outings 
 Section leaders collect sufficient fees to break-even or make a modest surplus on each 

camping activity.  Nights away or residential events, whether camping, hostelling, 
sleepovers or bivouacs, form an integral part of scouting and are something that every 
young person should have the opportunity to take part in.  

 
12. Programme Costs 
 Equipment, materials, stationery, cooking ingredients and sundries used to deliver a 

balanced programme of indoor and outdoor activities. 
 
13. Badges & Uniform 
 There are a number of Scout Association challenges awards and activity badges which 

the Group can award to young people to recognise their achievements.    
 
14. Equipment 
 The Trustees invested in a used box trailer to transport camping equipment. There was 

also significant expenditure on inspection and maintenance to ensure it is in a 
roadworthy condition.  

 
15. Premises 
 Expenditure under this category included £250 for broadband, £293 for boiler servicing, 

£2,590 for motor installation on the security shutters, £2,061 for heating & lighting, and 
£150 to replace the security shutter keys.  

 
16. Cost of Fundraising 
 Any distinguishable variable costs which can be linked to fundraising.  
 
17. Insurance 
 Includes Buildings & Contents Insurance £ 752. 
 
18. Capitation 
 A charge levied by District to fund Scout Association overheads £ 4,929 
 
19. Other Payments 
 This included £313 for a fire risk assessment on the Scout Hall, £100 fee paid the 

Independent Examiner for 2013-14 annual accounts, and £118 bank charges. 
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20. Annual Surplus / (Deficit) 
 Each year the Trustees and Executive Committee aim to break-even or make a modest 

surplus of income over expenditure.  This year the annual accounts indicate that the 
Group’s income exceeded its expenditure resulting in a surplus of £ 9,184.   

 
21. Alto pre-paid card scheme 
 This scheme is run by Unity Trust Bank and offered to charities as a safe and secure 

alternative to cash.  There is a designated account within the Group finances which is an 
un-restricted which is used to top-up the pre-paid cards.   

 
 Alto cards have practical limitations and typically cannot be used at remote campsites or 

on public transport.  However, they also offer significant security benefits compared to 
cash in addition to convenience for the user and transparency for Trustees.  
Consequently, the Trustees aim to encourage greater use of Alto cards and less use of 
cash.  

 
22. Fixed Assets 
 The values indicated for land and buildings are based on a reinstatement valuation carried 

out in 2009.  The Trustees increase this amount each year broadly in line with inflation, so 
it is reasonably accurate.  The value indicated for other assets is based on estimates.   

 
23. Utilities accounts 
 Utility bills are paid by monthly direct debit at a rate set by the provider. Any over- or under

-payment at the end of the financial year is insignificant.  
 
24. Explorer Unit 
 The Group has a Partnership Agreement with Midlothian District Scout Council which 

involves taking accountability and responsibility for the financial governance of an Explorer 
Scout Unit.  The agreement includes a formula for dividing subscription fee income and 
paying the annual Capitation charge. 

 
25. Energy Supply 
 Electricity and gas are supplied by Scottish Gas.  
 
 
These end-of-year accounts are approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf by: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

J Spence, Chairperson I Connor, Treasurer 

Date:   8th October 2015 Date:   8th October 2015 
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the 
14th Midlothian (Bonnyrigg) Scout Group 

 
 
I report on the financial statements of the 14th Midlothian (Bonnyrigg) Scout Group (the Group) 
for the year ended 31 March 2015 which are set out on the following pages. 
 
Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner 
 
The Group's Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 ("the Act") and the Charities Accounts 
(Scotland) Regulations 2006 ("the Regulations").  The Group's Trustees consider that the audit 
requirement of Regulation 10(1)(d) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the ac-
counts as required under section 44(1)(c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have 
come to my attention. 
 
Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement 
 
My examination is carried out in accordance with the Regulations.  An examination includes a 
review of the accounting records kept by the Group and a comparison of the accounts presented 
with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the ac-
counts, and seeks explanations from the Trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures 
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I 
do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 
 
Independent Examiner's Statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect, the requirements 

a. to keep accounting records in accordance with the Regulations, and 
b. to prepare accounts which agree with the accounting records and comply with the 

Regulations have not been met, or 
 

2.   to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding 
of the accounts to be reached. 

 
 

 
 

   

    

Name Sue Bennett 

Qualifications:  ACIE & Diploma Business & Finance 

Address:  21 Dounehill 

   Jedburgh   TD8 6UT 

 Date:  17th October 2015 
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